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ABSTRACTS 
lntervening Factors of the Spanish External Action 
Towards Latin America (1 976-1 991) 
Joan PINOL RULL 
This paper aims to demostrate the hypothesis that Spain has, in the last fifteen 
years but specially since 1988, increased its influence in Latin America in spite of five 
negative factors: its policy towards that regions has not been specially renewed as it 
follows the lines stablished in the sixties; its efforts to increase that influence have been 
more rethorical than real and often sporadic and fluctuating, without a planned 
program; the funds destinated to it, specially in the cooperation and economic areas, 
have been scarce, with little efficiency and very discoordinated, with a slightly better 
implementation in the political and diplomatic areas; the organisms created specifically 
for the relations with Latin America have generally developed a shop-window politics; 
and, the almost absolute priority of the Spanish foreign policy have been the relations 
with Europe. 
Uruguay Resuscitates Its Relations with 
the European Community 
Rafael de JUAN Y PENALOSA 
Before the specific analysis of the bilateral relations Uruguay-EC, the author gives 
an overlook at the situation of this country in 1991 as well as at the global relations 
EC-Latin America as to offer a general frame of reference. 
On November 4, -1991 the General Agreement on Cooperation between the EC 
and Uruguay was signed in Brussels, coming to substitute the one signed on April2, 
1973. Between these two facts there are severa1 years of lack of interest by both parts, 
although the EC has been, and continues to be the first trade partner and with a larger 
number of enterprises in that country. 
The author thinks there are no reasons which could lead to a worse situation; on 
the contrary, some facts -specially the industrial, scientific and technological coopera- 
tion instruments implemented by the EC- seem to suggest a larger implication of the 
Community in the country's development. 
F 
Cooperation and Economic Relations between Spain 
and Venezuela: Recent Evolution and Perspectives 
Jordi ROSELL and Lourdes VlLADOMlU 
This paper constitutes an analysis of the recent development of cooperation and 
economic relations between Spain and Venezuela. After a brief look at the process of 
structural change experienced by the Venezuelan society and economy, the authors 
analyse the basic features of the economic relations between both countries in the last 
years. Lastly, they study the bilateral cooperation development in the technical and 
finantial areas after the signature of the General Agreement on Cooperation and 
Friendship between Spain and Venezuela, with special emphasys on the degree to 
which the aims have been achieved, the obstacles facing the cooperation implemen- 
tation and its perspectives in the future. 
The fiction's credibility: EC cooperation agreements with 
the countries of Andean Group and Central America 
Albert GALINSOGA JORDA 
The EC relations with Andean Group and Central American countries have 
suffered severa1 ups and downs. Nevertheless, as time went by, some legal agreements 
and a cooperation policy have been established. These achievements, although 
effective, turn out to be insufficient in order to satisfy the new challenges that imply 
the resurgence of the Latin America integration process and the endeavours of these 
countries to diversify their foreign relations. This situation could be explained by the 
EC's nature whose functioning is closer to that of an international organization. 
Therefore the EC member states will have to undertake bilateral policies in order to 
adjust themselves to the new realities. 
Economic and Trade Relations between 
the European Community and Bolivia 
Fernando NUNEZ 
EC-Bolivia relations take place within the frame of the Cooperation Agreement 
signed by the EC and the Andean Group countries. The author studies the trading 
relations, focusing on its irregular evolution and the utilization of the preferential tools 
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provided by the EC. His conclusion cannot be much optimistic as the continuous fall 
of relations between the EC and Latin America gives no hope for an improvement in 
the case of Bolivia. 
Lights and Shadows in EC-Argentine Relations 
Diego A. LAPORTE GALLI 
During the first phase of democratic transition in Argentine, the political 
developments have beenmuch more relevant than the economic relations with the EC. 
Indeed, the two main objectives of the Radical Government in its relations with the 
Communitarian countries -trade opportunities and a more positive European position 
on the foreign debt issue- were soon frustrated when it was clear that the European 
rethorics did not translate in effective economic support. 
The present economic stability in Argentine and the conclusion of the General 
Agreement on Cooperation between the EC and Argentine open bright perspectives 
to intensify cooperation in different areas. 
Amendment of the Foreign lnvestment 
Juridical regime in Colombia 
Cristina VARGAS GUZMAN 
Colombia, integrated in the Andean Group, is now going through a period of 
economic and institutional modernization and has initiated a serie of modifications, 
specially of its international trade, finantial, tax, exchange and labour regimes. These 
have involved some changes which guarantee legislative stability to investors and thus 
set the grounds for the foreign participation in the economic modernization and 
internationalization process in Colombia. These facilities need the support of devel- 
oped countries to achieve its aims. 
The Spanish Cooperation with Central America 
Ma. Angels MIRALPEIX i GUELL 
This paper studies the economic situation of six states -Costa Rica, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua and Panama, which do not conform an homoge- 
neous whole but do share the common aspects of underdevelopment and depen- 
dence. 
The Sandford Commission's report asserts the need to reactivate regional 
integration in all its aspects as the sole solution to the numerous problems affecting 
the area, which must be politically and economically supported by the International 
Community. There is the terrible possibility that, once the war activities are over, 
Central America does not constitute any longer an area of geopolitical crisis, that the 
externa1 economic assistance is suspended and that doors to Central American exports 
close. 
The objective of this paper is to examine the specific relations, within this 
international frame, between Spain and Central America. 
Relations between Mexico and the European Community 
Pilar ALONSO 
Mexico-EC bilateral relations must be considered within the general relation EC- 
Latin America which -as the author remarks, do not appear among EC's preferential 
relations. 
Latin America can benefit from the Generalized Preference System which is not 
discriminatory, without reciprocity and generalized, but has some restrictions: for 
some products as textile, leather or oil. This affects some Latin American countries and 
specifically Mexico. 
Mexico initiates its relation with the EC in 1960; in 1975 both parts sign the 
Agreement on Economic and Trade Cooperation which has been substituted by the 
new General Agreement on Cooperation signed on April26, 1991. A new factor that 
will condition this relation is the Free Trade Agreement recently signed between USA, 
Canada and Mexico. 
Political lnfluence and Economic Power 
in the Communication Media: Colombian Broadcasting 
Fabio Alberto GIL BOLIVAR 
The development of radio broadcasting in Colombia has put this media at the top 
of the audience, penetration (99,9%), credibility and influence. Its investments have 
not been displaced to other media, as television or press. 
The concentration of broadcasting media by families and political-economic 
groups reflects the same two-party system of the Colombian society. Thus, while 
during more than one hundred years the Colombian State has been dominated by the 
traditional rightist parties -Liberal and Conservative-, the national broadcasting 
enterprise has belonged to leaders or economic groups deeply relationed with one of 
these political units. Industry and politics are the two factors that have brought to the 
broadcasting polarization in two big commercial channels: CARACOL -1inked to the 
Liberal Party, and RCN, to the Conservatives. 
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Latin American Integration: 
Yesterday, Today and Perhaps Tomorrow 
Flavio ALVES SOARES 
This paper aims to analyse, more subjectively than objectively, the development 
of ALALC-ALADI and to show the path for the MERCOSUR. The author evaluates the 
successes and failures of ALALC-ALADI -the first two attempts of regional economic 
concentration- focusing his attention on ALADI, being this more recent and with the 
aim of acting as an integrationist regional frame. About the MERCOSUR, the author 
remarks the potential involved in the bilateral trade between Brazil and Argentine, 
which can be the origin of the construction of Common Market of the South, with 
Paraguay's and Uruguay's participation. 
Brazil and the European Community in the Frame 
of EC-Latin America Relations 
Teresa BLANC0 GARRIGA 
In the present situation of Brazil, its relations with the EC are difficult to classify: 
they are developed under the two cooperation agreements of 1974 and 1982. The 
implementation of the economic adjustment plans, whit privatization programs and the 
application of new less protectionist trade and industrial policies could increase the 
intensity of EC-Brazil relations, specially in the industrial and scientific- technological 
cooperation areas. A true deepening in these rests nevertheless on the country's inner 
stability and on its capabilities to consolidate its externa1 relations. From the EC, it 
requires a true will which reflects in an increase of the funds transfers. 
Institutional Relations between the Autonomous 
Community of Catalonia and Latin America 
Aina VILLALONGA VADELL 
After an analysis of the externa1 projection of Catalonia, its objectives and priority 
dimensions, the author asserts that there already exists a minimum of interna1 structure 
within the Catalan Administration capable of centralizing the decision-making in 
international issues as well as to promote Catalonia's internationalization in all aspects. 
A more detailed look at the relations between Catalonia and Latin America shows 
that these have been poor unti1 today, both in trade and cooperation terms. 
